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JUMPING SHIP

Introducing The Beginning of Wisdom, the new study 
track for Torah Club, starting October 2022.

T he beginning of wisdom is 
the fear of the LORD. But 
the world is sailing on a 
ship of fools.

Imagine a sailing ship 
on which the captain has lost his crew’s 
confidence. Though he stands a head 
taller than the others and has consider-
able strength left in his body, he’s an 
older gentleman, and in his advanced 
years, he’s grown a little deaf, and his 
eyesight isn’t what it used to be. What’s 
more, the captain has never mastered 
the art of navigation. He preferred to 
rely on the ship’s navigator.

The problem now is that the naviga-
tor is missing. The sailors are quarre-
ling with one another about the direc-
tion the ship needs to take. Each sailor 
holds the opinion that he has a right 
to steer the vessel, even though none 
of them is qualified to do so. When 
asked if they know how to navigate, 
the sailors become angry and say that 
navigation must be based upon one’s 
personal preferences; it’s not some-
thing that can be definitively learned. 
They are ready to cut in pieces anyone 
who speaks to the contrary. 

These foolish sailors throng the 
captain, each insisting he be placed at 
the helm. Whenever the captain gives 
any one of them the privilege of steer-
ing the ship, the others all turn against 
that one and wait for some opportunity 
to kill him and throw him overboard. 

Eventually, the sailors drug the 
captain, tie him up, and take pos-
session of the ship. They open the 
supplies, freely eating and drinking all 
the provisions as they proceed on their 
voyage. Things go as you would expect. 
They assign the title of sailor, pilot, 
or navigator to anyone who assisted 
them in the mutiny. It never occurs 
to them that a true pilot and naviga-
tor must pay attention to the time of 
year, season, sky, stars, current, wind 
direction, wind speed, and all the other 
details of navigating a ship. Nor does 
it occur to them that a true pilot must 
steer the ship according to the dictates 

of necessity, whether the direction he 
chooses is popular or not. Amid such 
mutineers, how would a true pilot be 
regarded? Would they not call him a 
babbler, a superstitious stargazer, and 
a good-for-nothing?

The Meaning of the 
Allegory
Plato used the allegory of a ship of 
fools to illustrate the chaos that ensues 
under political revolutionaries, but 
we can use that same allegory as a 
parable about the dysfunction at work 
in today’s cultural meltdown. Like the 
feeble captain of the ship, the church 
has lost its moral authority. Numerous 
competing secular voices and ideolo-
gies clamor for the right to dictate the 
culture’s direction in the absence of 
that authority. None of them is quali-
fied to do so—but neither is the church. 

Like the feeble captain who did not 
know the art of navigation, religious 
authorities cannot offer clear direction 
from the Bible, even if the world would 
heed it. Meanwhile, any real pilot 
and navigator—one who understands 
God’s revelation and wisdom—will be 
dismissed as a religious nut who clings 
to primitive superstitions.

The Beginning of Wisdom

If you feel as if you’re ready to disem-
bark from the ship of fools, join Torah 
Club. Beginning in October 2022, Torah 
Club will launch a year-long voyage 
into divine wisdom, searching for 
the presence of God and the simple 
truths of God’s Word. We will be going 
back to the beginning—that is, to the 
beginning of Genesis—to study the five 
books of the Torah: Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 

The fear of the LORD is the begin-
ning of wisdom, and the knowl-
edge of the Holy One is under-
standing. For by me your days 
will be multiplied, and years of 
life will be added to you. Bless-
ed is a person who finds wisdom, 
and one who obtains under-
standing. For her profit is bet-
ter than the profit of silver, and 
her produce better than gold. 
She is more precious than jew-
els, and nothing you desire com-
pares with her. Long life is in her 
right hand; in her left hand are 
riches and honor. Her ways are 
pleasant ways, and all her paths 
are peace. She is a tree of life to 
those who take hold of her, and 
happy are those who hold on to 
her. My son, do not forget my 
teaching, but have your heart 
comply with my commandments; 
trust in the LORD with all your 
heart and do not lean on your 
own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make your paths straight. 
Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
fear the LORD and turn away 
from evil. It will be healing to 
your body and refreshment to 
your bones. My son, pay attention 
to my words; incline your ear to 
my sayings. They are not to escape 
from your sight; keep them in the 
midst of your heart. For they 
are life to those who find them, 
and healing to all their body. 

GRAPHICS
Opposite page: Reproduction of a woodcut from 
the title page of Das Narrenschiff (Ship of Fools)  
by Sebastian Brant (1458–1521). 
This page: The centerpiece of The Beginning of 
Wisdom leader and member workbooks.
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The all-new weekly lessons will focus 
on acquiring God’s wisdom for life. 

No Fear of God

The new study track is called The Begin-
ning of Wisdom because the Bible says, 
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). That’s 
not just a deep thought; it’s one of the 
fundamental rules of spiritual life. If 
we can’t explain the simple concept of 
the fear of the LORD, it implies that 
we don’t even possess the beginning 
of wisdom. The absence of the fear of 
the LORD is the beginning of folly, as 
it says in Psalms: “The fool says in his 
heart, ‘There is no God’”  
(Psalms 14:1, 53:1). 

It’s easy to see this folly at work in 
the secular world, but it’s not just the 
secular world trading in folly. Believers 
today scarcely have a better grasp on 
the fear of the LORD than the average 
secular person. Within our churches, 
we prefer doctrines and dogmas over 
biblical wisdom. Cheap grace and a 
confused gospel message neutralize 
the whole concept of the fear of  
the LORD.

One Greater Than 
Solomon

When Solomon became king, God 
offered to grant him anything he 

desired. Solomon could have asked 
for power, wealth, or fame. Instead, 
he asked for wisdom. It was the right 
choice. The LORD invested Solomon 
with wisdom beyond that of anyone 
who had ever lived. Because Solomon 
made the right choice in asking for 
wisdom, God also blessed him with 
the power, wealth, and fame for which 
he had not asked. Solomon’s wisdom is 
literally proverbial.

The Beginning of Wisdom studies 
the synagogue’s weekly Torah por-
tions with reference to Psalms, Prov-
erbs, Ecclesiastes, Job, Song of Songs, 
Wisdom of Solomon, and the New 
Testament. The lessons emphasize 
the quests for wisdom, a meaningful 
life, the presence of God, and spiritual 
growth.

The Bible predicted that one day a 
king wiser than Solomon would arise. 
The Prophet Isaiah said that God 
would anoint this king with the Spirit 
of the LORD—the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and strength, the spirit of knowledge, 
and the fear of the LORD (Isaiah 11:2). 
He was talking about the Messiah. 
Yeshua of Nazareth is the King greater 
and wiser than Solomon, and he is 
eager to lead his disciples on the path 
of wisdom:

Her ways are ways of pleasant-
ness, and all her paths are peace. She 

is a tree of life to those who lay hold 
of her; those who hold her fast are 
called blessed. (Proverbs 3:17–18)

Practical Application

You don’t need to jump overboard to 
get off the ship of fools. Just get on a 
different boat. Torah Club’s weekly 
lessons sail through deep waters, but 
students will find the new material 
accessible and easy to understand. 
It’s written on a level welcoming for 
new Torah Club Members who want to 
study the Bible but aren’t interested in 
being dropped into the ocean of Jewish 
thought without a life preserver. Each 
lesson offers meaningful practical 
applications for daily life. 

We study to learn, and we learn to 
do. We are not interested in merely 
building castles in the air. Our job is to 
build the Tabernacle here on earth—to 
bring God’s presence into this world, 
our daily lives, and the lives of those 
around us. That’s what Bible study 
should be helping us accomplish. If it’s 
not, we are missing the point.

To study The Beginning of Wisdom, 
join a Torah Club or start one at 
torahclub.org.   

Cheap grace and 
a confused gospel 
message neutralize 
the whole concept of 
the fear of the LORD. 
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The Beginning of Wisdom
Torah Club Leaders and Students receive inspiring lesson books and study 
guides for each week. Weekly club meetings feature Portion Connections, a 
video teaching leading into group discussion.

• Sample the resources at torahclub.org.
• Join a local in-home or online Torah Club.
• Find out about starting a Torah Club.

Visit: torahclub.org

Where Disciples Learn
The Beginning of Wisdom starts the 

week of October 22, 2022. 

Learn More
Visit: torahclub.org

Go Direct: Scan ›

Wisdom is the opposite of folly. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge 
of the holy one is understanding” (Proverbs 9:10), but “a fool does not delight in understanding” 

(Proverbs 18:2). Our world today has chosen folly; its values are antithetical to God’s wisdom.

Torah Club’s all-new year-long Bible study track (2022–2023), The Beginning of 
Wisdom, highlights God’s divine wisdom through the weekly Torah portions. 

The Beginning of Wisdom is direct, counter-cultural, and biblically rooted, 
calling Yeshua’s disciples to magnify their fear and love of God.

God’s Wisdom for Today’s Foolishness


